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Abstract: Cashew is an important economic crop for local farmers in Huai Sun Neua, Na Chaluai District,
Ubon Ratchathani province. However, the cashew farmers group face issues with fluctuating prices of
raw cashew nuts and a lack of value addition development on cashew, resulting in missed opportunities
toincrease theirincome. In response to these challenges, an initiative was undertaken to exploring value
addition approaches on cashew of Huai Sun Neua Cashew Farmer Group (HSNCFG). The study was
conducted in two phases: (a) Understanding the context of cashew farming, processing, and marketing
of HSNCFG by using the Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA) technique from November to December 2023.
Next, (b) Exploring the development approach to value addition on cashew of HSNCFG by using the
AIC technique in January 2024. The findings were as follows: (1) The HSNCFG consists of 33 members
with a total of 354 rai, producing approximately 159 tons of raw cashew nuts annually, which are
packaged in sacks and sold only to middlemen. (2) Development approaches for value addition on
cashew which can be implemented within one year include two main approaches: (2.1) Value addition
on cashew by the development of cashew production at the farm level to meet Good Agricultural
Practices (GAP) standards. (2.2) Value addition on cashew by the development of raw cashew nuts
processing, branding, packaging, and marketing. Therefore, both above approaches are challenges

for relevant parties to collaborative development the cashew value addition of HSNCFG.

Keywords: Cashew marketing, Cashew processing, GAP cashew
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Table 1 Calendar of cashew farming by Huai Sun Neua Farmer Group.

Jun.  Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May.
1. Pruning v v
2. Fertilizing v v
3. Falling leaves v
4. Leaf flushing v
5. Flowering v v
6. Weeding v v

7. Development of cashew nut
and cashew apple

8. Harvesting

9. Sale

v v v v
v v v v
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Potential, constraint and

1. Potential
1.1 Potential on Farming:

Needs and ranking

® Group members have their own land
® The govemment sector promotes increasing the efficiency of cashew production

® Group members have more than 20 years of experience growing and caring for

1% Processing Development
of cashew nuts

(198 score)

Feasibility within 1 year

Processing Development of

cashew nuts

them

® There is a grouping into large-scale farming
® Farming area amount 354 rai of Na Chaluai Cashew Farmers Group

@ Production yield of amount cashiew nuts 159 tans per year

2 Collection of produce
for sale

(112 score)

1.2 Potential on Processing:

® There is labor readiness for processing
1.3 Potential on Marketing:

® There is a middleman who comes to buy cashew nuts right in front of the orchard

3" Branding Development

(86 score)

Branding Development

® Farmer groups have divided responsibllities for public relations and marketing |:>
® There is a transportation service to pick up and deliver products in the area

® Transportation within the community is convenient

4" Packaging Development

(79 score)

Packaging Development

2. Constraint

Development approach

i

Value added on cashew
by the develapment of
cashew production at
the farm level to meet
GAP standards.

a) Development of
knowledge and
understending on
farming according
t0 the GAP
standard system

b) Development of

2.1 Constraint on Farming:
 Found a problem with cashew nuts blooming well but not bearing fiuit. The
flower inflorescences are dry due to low humidity

5" Merketing Development

(70 score)

Marketing Development

® Raw cashew nut prices fluctuate

2.2 Potential on Processing:
® Farmers groups do not yet have knowledge about the process of shelling cashew
nuts and pracessing them into other products.

6™ Feld trip study

(68 score)

Feld Trip Study

farming into the
GAP standard
system

\ 2

\ raw cashew nuts

Value added on cashew

by the development of

® Lack of funds to carry out processing activities
® Lack of madem machinery, including equipment used n seed-shelling and
processing processes

7" Farming Development

(39 score)

2.3 Constraint on Marketing:

® Lack of bargaining power
® Lack of marketing strategy
® Lack of value addition for cashew nuts
3. Proud

8" Processing Development
of cashew apple

(8 score)

Farming Development

processing, branding,
packaging, and
marketing.
a) Development of
procassing
b) Development of
branding, and
packaging

©) Development of

®  Generating income for graup members from the past to the present

®  Cashew nuts are of good quality, taste good and true to the variety

marketing

Figure 1 Value addition approach on cashew of Huai Sun Neua cashew farmer group, Na Chaluai district, Ubon

Ratchathani province.
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