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Abstract: The objectives of this research were to study: 1) basic economic and social factors,
2) participation of farmers, 3) potential of agricultural tourism sites in Ban Mae Lua, and 4) relationship
between socio-economic background factors and the potential of agricultural tourism sites in Ban Mae
Lua. A sample group of 124 individuals was selected through multi-stage sampling. A questionnaire
was used as the research instrument. The statistics employed included frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and chi-square. The research findings revealed that majority of farmers were male, with
an average age of 55 years. The education level was primarily elementary. The average annual income
was 55,777.86 baht, and average annual expenditure was 42,635.77 baht. The average household
size was 4 members, and average agricultural landholding was 1.74 rai. Most farmers were not members
of any group (54.84%) and did not receive agricultural information (91.94%). Participation in agricultural
tourism management was at a high level (X= 3.81), with highest average of participation in benefits
(X= 3.88). The potential of agricultural tourism was at a moderate level (X= 2.82), with the highest
average in attractiveness (X= 2.99). The results revealed that the potential for establishing agricultural
tourism of management aspect was significantly related to marital status at 0.05 level. Additionally,
the potential for establishing agricultural tourism of service and attractiveness aspect was significantly
related to size of agricultural landholding at the 0.01 level. Therefore, infrastructure development

should support tourism, particularly by improving access routes to the tourist sites.

Keywords: Agricultural tourism, Phrae province, Potential
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Table 1 Farmers’ s basic information of personal, economic, and social factors.

(n=124)
Basic information Frequency Percentage

Gender

Male 69 55.65

Female 55 44.35

Age

<53 years 38 30.65

53-60 years 42 33.87

>60 years 44 35.48

X =55.77 years, Min. = 22 years, Max. = 78 years
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Table 1 (continue).

(n=124)

Basic information Frequency Percentage
Education level
Primary school 97 78.23
Above primary school 27 21.77
Marital status
Married 73 58.87
Unmarried 51 41.13
Annual income (Baht/Year)
< 40,000 54 43.55
40,000 - 80,000 38 30.65
>80,000 32 25.81
X = 55,777.86 Baht/Year, Min. = 20,000 Baht/Year, Max. = 180,000 Baht/Year
Annual expenses (Baht/Year)
<37,250 74 59.68
37,251 - 74,500 28 22.58
>74,500 22 17.75
X = 42,635.77 Baht/Year, Min. = 10,000 Baht/Year, Max. = 159,000 Baht/Year
Household members
<3 members 55 44.35
3 - 4 members 49 39.52
>4 members 20 16.13
X = 1.72 members, Min. = 1 members, Max. = 5 members
Agricultural area
< 2rai 97 78.23
2-3rai 18 14.52
>3 rai 9 7.26
X =1.74 rai, Min. = 0 rai, Max. = 4 rai
Membership in farmers' group
Not a member 68 54.84
Member 56 45.16
Receiving information
Did not receive information 114 91.94
Received information 10 8.06
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Table 2 Farmer’s participation in agricultural tourism management.

(n=124)
Participation in Agricultural tourism management x S.D. Level of participation
Opinion expressing 3.53 0.576 High
Planning and Decision Making 3.69 0.652 High
Implementing 3.75 0.682 High
Benefits sharing 3.88 0.558 High
Average 3.81 0.390 High

Remark: 4.21 — 5.00 = highest, 3.41 - 4.20 = high, 2.61 -3.40

, = moderate, 1.81-2.60 = low and 1.00-1.80= lowest
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Table 3 Farmer’s potential of agricultural tourism management.

(n=124)
Potential of agricultural tourism management X S.D Potential level
Managerial Administration 2.91 0.285 Moderate
Agricultural Tourism Destinations 2.86 0.345 Moderate
Providing Services 2.97 0.177 Moderate
Attractiveness 2.99 0.089 Moderate
Average 2.82 0.383 Moderate
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Table 4 The relationship of personal factors, economics, social factors, and farmers' participation in management of

agricultural tourism on the potential of agricultural tourism.

(n=124)
Potential of agricultural tourism

Factors Management Reception Service provision Attractiveness

x? Sig. x? Sig. x? Sig. x? Sig.

Gender 0.312 0.576 0.312 0.809 1.573 0.210 1.265 0.261
Age 4.441 0.109 1.335 0.513 4.216 0.121 2.282 0.320
Education Attainment 0.091 0.762 2114 0.146 0.025 0.874 0.281 0.596
Marital Status 4.978 0.026* 0.277 0.599 0.134 0.714 0.704 0.401
Occupation 0.614 0.433 0.047 0.829 3.649 0.056 0.051 0.821
Annual Income 1.593 0.661 1.257 0.739 2.816 0.421 1.307 0.728
Annual Expenses 5.398 0.145 1.064 0.786 1.542 0.673 1.307 0.728
Household Members 0.772 0.680 0.803 0.669 0.666 0.717 0.681 0.878
Owned agricultural Area 3.360 0.186 1.301 0.522 11.425  0.003* 12.882  0.002**
Receiving Information 1.666 0.194 0.364 0.546 0.363 0.547 0.088 0.766
Participation 2.536 0.569 0.324 0.569 0.114 0.736 0.230 0.632
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