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ABSTRACT

Isan woven textiles exemplify Thai artistry and cultural heritage. Natural dyeing produces distinctive and enduring
hues with locally obtained resources, predominantly silk fibres. These textiles are meticulously hand-woven, with
unique designs, weaving techniques, and natural dyes, emblematic of Isan craftsmanship, referred to as "Buriram
Sarong." This custom has been transmitted between generations. This study seeks to examine the knowledge and
context of naturally coloured woven fabrics to preserve the weaving expertise of Isan sarongs in Buriram province and
to provide recommendations for knowledge management in Isan sarong weaving. The research investigates the
knowledge and proficiency in Buriram sarong weaving within the social framework and the preservation of natural
dyeing communities in Buriram province. The study employs participatory research and comprehensive interviews with
four core informant groups in Buriram province, addressing five primary aspects: communities of textile weaving users,
natural dyeing enterprises, and distinguished community scholars specialised in silk weaving in Buriram. The findings
indicate that Buriram's weaving and natural dyeing constitute a cultural legacy, encompassing traditional knowledge of
weaving processes, natural dyeing procedures, and pattern development inherited from historical expertise. The
research further investigates weaving techniques, dyeing practices, and cormmunal perspectives on the preservation of
Buriram sarong art and culture. The textile industry is experiencing a resurgence in textile manufacturing. Nevertheless,
as the majority of weavers are old and unable to identify heirs, their expertise is at risk of being extinguished. This study
corresponds with government policy advocating for the accumulation of knowledge among communities, facilitating

the transfer and maintenance of traditional sarong weaving techniques, as examined in this analysis.

Keywords: natural dyeing, woven fabrics, sarong weaving, wisdom of Isan
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