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Abstract

This study aimed to 1) classify organic rice farmers and 2) evaluate their production
activities in Ranot District, Songkhla Province, Thailand. Data were collected from 400 sample
farmers through structured interviews and analyzed using cluster analysis and descriptive
statistics. The findings revealed three farmer groups. Novice farmers (94.00%) had less than
five years of experience, cultivated less than 20 rai, and achieved 550 kilograms per rai yield.
Transitional farmers (4.80%) had five to ten years of experience, farmed 21-30 rai, and
obtained 625 kilograms per rai yield. Expert farmers (1.20%) had more than ten years of
experience, cultivated over 30 rai, and produced 725 kilograms per rai yield. Each group faced
distinct challenges. Novice farmers strugeled with pest management and market access.
Transitional farmers encountered difficulties upgrading organic standards and adding value to
their products. Expert farmers were constrained by limitations in product development and
accessing premium markets. Regarding production activities, most farmers followed organic
farming principles, particularly in seed selection, water management, and post-harvest
handling. However, improvements were needed in annual soil analysis, using marl or ash for
soil improvement, and planting pest-repellent crops on field bunds. The study recommends
designing support measures tailored to each farmer group's characteristics, promoting organic
rice learning centers, and strengthening farmer organizations through community enterprises

or cooperatives to enhance production efficiency and market competitiveness.

Keywords: Organic rice farmers, Organic rice farming, Organic agriculture promotion, Organic

rice, Organic rice standards
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