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A comparative study of knowledge, perception and -self-protection behaviors
regarding malaria among schoolchildren in Thongphaphume District,

Kanchanaburi Province
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Abstract

This cross-sectional study was carried out to investigate knowledge, perception and self-
protection behaviors regarding malaria among schoolchildren in Thongphaphume District,
Kanchanaburi Province. A self-administered questionnaire was used as a tool to gather data.
Data was collected between 1% -15" July 2004. The study enrolled 151 respondents who were
5" year to 6" year primary school students. The results revealed that 34.4 % of respondents had
some experience with malaria. The individual data was marked and classified into three groups
as the percentage of correct answers: more than 70% was a good level, 50-69% was a fair level,
and less than 50% was a poor level. Regarding knowledge about malaria, the majority of
schoolchildren, about 78.8 %, had a good level of knowledge. However, only 6.6 % knew that
mosquitoes bite at dawn as well as dusk. For perception of malaria, approximately 96 % of
schoolchildren were at a good level, and 61.6 % of respondents agreed that they were at risk of
getting malaria. In addition, for self-protection behaviors, the results showed that about 72.9 %
of respondents were at a good level, however 59.6 % of schoolchildren had never used mosquito
repellent. Furthermore, the comparison of the mean scores of knowledge and perception on
malaria among 5 schools indicated that there were statistically significant difference in average
scores of knowledge and perception with p-value= 0.000 and p-value=0.039 respectively. However,
there was no statistically significant difference in mean scores of self-protection behaviors
among these schools. The results revealed that Banhauyseu School had the lowest level of
knowledge. It is important that effort be made on emphasizing health education in all schools,
with most immediate emphasis being on the Banhauyseu School. However, we must ensure that
the methods and media should be suitable to create critical thinking processes to raise their

awareness regarding malaria.
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